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For several decades, members of the Yale medical community and its associated
hospitals having an interest in infectious diseases have reserved one morning each
week for lively and informative discussions of cases from their services. These ses-
sions are held appropriately in the Paul Beeson library, named for Dr. Paul B.
Beeson, a pioneer in the field of infectious diseases, and chairman of the Depart-
ment of Internal Medicine for many years. These meetings continue to offer a
chance to sharpen diagnostic skills on current case material, and to engage in often
spirited discussions of the various diagnostic and therapeutic approaches to such
problems.
The Yale fellows in Infectious Diseases are responsible for the content of these
sessions, which offers them a unique opportunity to sample the collective infectious
disease experience of both private practitioners and full-time faculty from all of
Connecticut. Fellows carefully search the literature, distribute annotated bibliogra-
phies, and summarize the current state of the art for the audience.
We have long felt that this material and, in particular, many of the discussions
deserved a wider audience. For these reasons we have initiated publication of this
series in The Yale Journal ofBiology andMedicine. Recorded transcripts of Infec-
tious Disease Rounds are appropriately edited before submission to the Journal.
Pertient references and documentation are included. Discussions often draw upon
the experiences of many clinicians and researchers, offering a wealth of additional
opinion which might not otherwise appear in more formal published case reports.
We are indebted to Dr. Philip K. Bondy, Editor-in-Chief of the Journal, for his
encouragement in this endeavor, to the support of the Eli Lilly Co. which provides
the funding for recording equipment and transcription, and to Dr. George A.
Carden, whose Carden Scholars program has generously supported each of us dur-
ing the early phase of our academic careers and the initiation of this project. We
sincerely hope you enjoy these selected case discussions. Your comments and sugges-
tions are both solicited and appreciated.
We begin the series with an unusual syndrome involving the central nervous
system, which draws upon the extensive experience of Dr. Vincent T. Andriole, Pro-
fessor of Medicine, in the diagnosis and treatment of fungal disease.
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